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Carefully compar'd, not only with former Editions of Value, but with many rare 
and ancient MaxNusCRIPTsS: From the collating of which the Text is in 
a great Meaſure reſtor d and perfected; many Errors and Corruptions that have 
crept in, and continued in all the Hdulions hitherto printed, are amended ; and 
many whole Lines, omitted in all the Printed Editions, are inſerted in their 


proper Places, 


Three entire New TALES of this Author in Manuſcript (never yet printed) 
have been recovered, and will be added to this Edition; by which Alterations, 
Amendments, and Addinons, this Work is in a manner become new. 


This Work was at firſt undertaken and was very near compleated by 
JohN Urry, Student of Chri/f-Church, Oxon. 
And is now finiſh'd from his Papers by a Member of the ſame College. 


A more Uſeful and Copious GLlossARY, for the better Underſtanding of this 
POET, than has yet been printed, will be added at the End by 


ANTHONY HALL, A. M. Fellow of Queen's-College, Oxon. 


NM. B. One third of the Monies, that ſhall ariſe Ga Subſcriptions, will be Em- 
ploy'd towards the finiſhing of Peck-Water Quadrangle in Chrift-Church ; ſo that 
all Subſcribers to this Edition will be Benefactors to that College. 
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Mr. Uxxv for his Encouragement in this Undertaking had obtained the Royal 
Licence and Privilege of Her late moſt Excellent Majeſty Qucen ANNE, for 
the ſole Printing and Publiſhing hereof, which he aſſign d over to the Under- 


taker BTNXaR D Lor before his Death. 


ANNER. IO | 
Hrrtas Our Truſty and Well-beloved John Urry, Student of Chrit-Church 


College in Our Univerſity of Oxford, hath humbly repreſented unto Us, 
that he hath with great Labour and Expence prepared for the Preſs a compleat and 
correct Copy of the Works of Feoffrey Chaucer, with a Gloflary, and in order there- 
unto has carefully peruſed and compared, not only all the former Editions of Value, 
but many rare and ancient Manuſcripts, not hitherto conſulted ; from the collating 
of which he hath in a great Meaſure reſtored and perfected the Text, amending 
many Errors and Corruptions that have crept in, and continued in all the Editions 
hitherto printed, remarked many Pieces 1n them falſly aſcribed to Chaucer, and ad- 
ded ſeveral entire Tales never yet printed, as well as many ſingle Lines hitherto 
omitted in former Editions of this Work ; by which Alterations, Amendments and 
Additions, the Work is in a manner become new, and has therefore hambly be- 
ſought Us to grant him Our Royal Privilege and Licence for the ſole Printing and 
Publiſhing thereof for the Term of Fourteen Years. We being graciouſly inclined 
to encourage the ſaid Undertaking, are pleaſed to condefcend to his Requeſt, and 
do therefore by theſe Preſents grant unto him the ſaid 7h Urry, his Heirs, Execu- 
tors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, Our Royal Licence and Privilege for the ſole Print- 
ing and Publiſhing the Works of Jeoffrey Chaucer as he hath collated them, with the 
Manuſcripts and the Gloſſary aforeſaid, for the Term of Fourteen Years from the 
Date hereof, ſtrictly forbidding and 3 all Our Subjects within Our King- 
doms and Dominions to reprint the ſame, either in the like, or in any other Vo- 
lume or Volumes whatſoever, or to import, Buy, Vend, Utter or Diſtribute any 
Copies thereof reprinted beyond the Seas, during the aforeſaid Term of Fourteen 
Years, without the Conſent or Approbation of the ſaid John Urry, his Heirs, Exe- 
cutors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, under his or their Hands and Seals firſt hadand 
obtained, as they will anſwer the contrary at their Peril. Whereof the Maſter, 
Warden, and Company of S$:atzoners are to take Notice that the ſame may be en- 
ter'd in their Regiſter, and that due Obedience be render'd thereunto. 
Given at our Court at Renſington the Twentieth Day of Jul), 1714. in the Thir- 


tcenth Year of Our Reign. 


By Her Majeſty's Command, 
V. Bromley. 


The PROPOSALS ar as follows, viz. 


I. \HIS Work is intended to be Printed in one Volume Folio, and will contain near Two 

Hundred and Twenty Sheets. The ſame for Paper and Print with this Specimen. 

IT. Ihe Cuts ſhall be engrav 1 by the beſt Gravers, and printed at the Head of each Tale. 

III. The Price to Subſcribers will be Thirty Shillings for one compleat Book in Sheets, Fif- 
teen to be paid in hand, the Remainder upon Delivery of ſuch Book. _ 

IV. A ſmall Number will be printed on a fine Royal Paper, which will be Fifty Shillings, half 


to be paid in hand. *. . 
V. This Work will be put into the Preſs on Michaelmas Day next, and is intended to be 


publiſhed the Lady Day following. | 
SUBSCRIPTIONS are taken in by the Reverend Dr. Clavering, Canon and Treaſurer 
of Chriſt-Church in Oxford, and by Dr. Henry Levett in Hatton-Garden, and by the Under- 


taker Bernard Lintot between the Temple Gates. | 

—_ All Receipts of Monies ſubſcribed to this Work, which were figned by the late 
Mr. Urry, and all which ſhall be ſigned by Mr. William Broom, his Executor, will entitle the 
Bearers of them to the Book or Books ſubſcrib'd for, upon their Payment of the Remainder, 


as ſpecityed in the Propoſals. | 
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The Prologues to the Canterbury Tales of Chaucer. 


Hen that Aprilis, with his Shouris ſote, 
The drought of March, had piercid to 
the rote ; 
And bathid ev'ry veyn in ſuch licour, 
Of which Vertue engendrid is the flour. 
When Zephyrus eke with his ſwete breth 
Enſpired hath in ev'ry Holt and Heth 
The tendir croppis ; and that the yong Sunn 
Hath in the Ramm his halve cours y runn : 
And ſmale foulis makin melodye, 
That ſlepin alle night with opin eye; 
So prickith them Nature in ther corage ] 
Then longin folk to go on Pilgrimage; 
And Palmers for to ſekin ſtrange ſtrondes, 
To ſervin Hallowes couth in ſondry Londes : 
And ſpecially fro ev'ry ſhiris end 
Of Englond, to Fee they wend 
The Holy bliſsfull Martyr for to ſeke, 
That them hath hol pin, whan that they were ſeke. 
Befell that, in that ſeſon, on a Day 
In Southwerk, at the Tabard, as I lay 
Redy to wendin on my Pilgrimage 
To Canterbury, with devote corage, 
At night wer come into that Hoſtery 
Wele nine and twenty in a Cumpany 
Of ſundrie folk, by aventure yfall 
In felaſhip; and Pilgrimes were they all, 
That toward Canterbury wouldin ride. 
The Chambres and the Stablis werin wide; 
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And well we werin eſid at the beſt; 


And ſhortly whan the Sunne was to reſt, 

So had I ſpokin with them ev'rychone, 

Thar I was of ther telaſhip anone : 

And made forward erli for to riſe 

To take our weye; there as I did deviſe. 
Bur nathleſs, while that I have time and ſpace, 

Er that I ferther in this Tale pace 

Me thinkith it accordant to reſon, 

To tell you alle the condition 

Of ech of them, ſo as it ſemid me 

And which they werin, and of what degree, 

And eke in what array that they were in; 

And at a Knyght then woll I firſt begin. 


The Knight. 


A Knight ther was, and that a worthy man, 
Thar fro the time that he firſt began 
To ridin out, he lovid Chevalrie, 
Trouth and Honour, Fredom and Curteſie, 
Full worthy was he in his Lordis werre, 
And thereto had he riddin nane more terre, 
As well in Chriſtendom, as in Hethneſs, 
And evyr honoured for his worthineſs. 

At Aleſſandr' he was whan it was won: 
Full oft timis he had the bord begon 
Abovin alle Naciouns in Pruce, 


In Lettow had he riddin, and in Luce; 


30 


40 


50 


20 


8 


— 


| 


No chriſten-man ſo oft of his degree 
In Granada; In the Sege had he be 
Of Algezir, and ridd in Belmary, 
At Leyes was he, and at Sataly 
Whan that they were won; and in the Grete {ee 
At many a noble Army had he be: 
At mortal battailles had he been fittene, 
And toughtin for our Feith at Trameſene 
In liſtis thrys; and alway flayn his fo. 
This ilke worthy Knight had bcen alſo 
Somctimis with the Lord of Palathy, 
Ayens an otheyr Hethin in Turky ; 
And cvirmore He had a Sovrane prize, 
And though that he was worthy he was wile ! 
And of his port, as meke as is a maid; 
He nevir yet no villany ne ſaid 
In all his lite unto no manner wight, 
He was a verry parfit gentil Knight. 
But for to tellen you of his array, 
His hors were good: but he was nothing gay. 
Of Fuſtian He werid a gyppon, 
Alle beſmotrid with his harburgeon, 
For he was late y come from his viage, 
And wente for to do his Pilgrimage. 


The Squire. 


With him there was his Sonn, a yonge Squire, 
A Lovir, and a a luſty Bachillere, 
With Lockis crull, as they were leid in preſſe, 
Ot twenty yere of age, he was, I geſſe, 
Ot his Scature he was of evin length, 
Wondirly delyver, and of grete ſtrength. 
And he had ben ſometime in Chivauchie 
In Flandris, in Artois, and Picard ie, 
And born him wele, as of ſo littil ſpace, 
In hope to ſtandin in his Ladies grace. 
Embroudid was he, as it were a mede, 
All full of freſh flouris both white and rede, 
Singing he was, or floyting all the day, 
He was as freſh, as is the month of May. 
Short was his gown, with ſlevis long and wide 
Well couth he fit on hors, and fayre y ride: 
And ſongis he couth make, and well endite, 
Juſt, and eke daunce, and well portraie and write, 
So hote he lovid, that by nighter tale 
He ſlept no more than doth the Nightingale. 
Curteys he was, lowly and ſerviceable 


And kartt beforn his fadir at the Table. 
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The Squire's Loman. 


A yoman had he, and fervantes no mo 
At that time, for him liſt to ridin ſo: 
And he was clad in cote and hood of grene, 
A ſheff of Pecock arrowes, bright and kene, 
Under his Belt, he bare full thriftily. 
Wel couth he dreſs his tackle yomanly. 
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